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Case for a Cosmetic Pesticide Ban on Bowen Island 

  BC Municipalities with Pesticide Bans       (Bowen Island can be next)   

https://cnla.ca/uploads/pdf/Pesticide-Regulation-Across-Canada.pdf 

Local authorities around the world are going pesticide-free following an initiative by the small town of 
Hudson in Quebec, Canada (Pop 5,135) in 1991. 

 

Over 180 towns in Canada - including big cities like Vancouver - have similar by-laws and eight of the 
ten provinces in Canada have introduced legislation banning some or all pesticides for cosmetic 

purposes such as lawn and garden beautification.  
 
 

Read more at https://theecologist.org/2015/oct/06/pesticide-free-towns-and-cities-citizen-power-action 

                                                                                               https://cnla.ca/uploads/pdf/Pesticide-Regulation-Across-Canada.pdf 

Poster Created by Phil Gregory, Professor Emeritus, University of British Columbia 
 “The Magic of Soil”  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AWILIYSf5ts 

https://www.beyondpesticides.org/assets/media/documents/Health%20Effects%2030%20Lawn%20Pesticides.pdf 

https://www.beyondpesticides.org/assets/media/documents/lawn/factsheets/30enviro.pdf 

U.S. data: 25 of these pesticides are registered for use in Canada. 
An ‘X’ in the columns above indicates a documented health effect.  
The numbered superscript refers to the citation in the link below. 

Sample Cosmetic Pesticide Ban https://www.richmond.ca/__shared/assets/infosheet41679.pdf 

Of the 30 lawn pesticides:  
 

• 16 are possible and/or known 
carcinogens,  
 

• 17 have the potential to 
disrupt the endocrine 
(hormonal) system,  
 

• 21 are linked to reproductive 
effects and sexual dysfunction,  
 

• 14 are neurotoxic,  
 

• 25 can cause kidney or liver 
damage 
 

• 26 are sensitizers and/or 
irritants, 
 

• 12 have been linked to birth 
defects, . 

Of those same 30 pesticides: 
 

• 19 detected in groundwater,  
 

• 20 have the ability to leach 
into drinking water sources, 
 

• 22 are toxic to birds,  
 

• 30 are toxic to fish and other 
aquatic organisms vital to our 
ecosystem,  
 

• 29 are toxic to bees,   
 

• 14 are toxic to mammals. 

Interview with Dr. Bruce Lanphear,  
                            Health Sciences Professor, Simon Fraser University 
 

“We’ve made so many mistakes over the past century.  
 

• First, we liberally sprayed our orchards and farms with lead arsenate  
           until it was found to be toxic. 
 

• Next, we doused them with DDT until it was found to be dangerous. 
 

• Then we sprayed our farms and gardens with organo-phosphate pesticides.  
           Oops, they are poisonous!  
 

• Today, widespread applications of pyrethroids, neonicotinoids and glyphosate  
           are growing even as new evidence shows they are toxic too.”  
 
 

“In the meantime, we’ve learned that we don’t need pesticides to feed the world  
     or to make our gardens pretty.”  
 
 

“Why do we keep using toxic chemicals on our farms and in our gardens? It isn’t  
     enough for scientists to speak out, we need the public to stand up and demand  
     change. Our leaders need our help to protect us and our children from toxic  
     chemicals.” 

Members of the Bowen Island FoodResilience Society (BIFS) pesticide subcommittee: 
Phil Gregory, Bruce Lanphear, Bill Leithead, Shasta Martinuk, Rabia Wilcox   

Photo by  Phil Gregory 
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